vi                            EDITOR'S NOTE.

logic-mongers, the great bulk of the elementary text-books of
mathematics have unconsciously assumed a very repellent form,
something similar to what is termed in the theory of protective
mimicry in biology "the terrifying form." And it is mainly to
this formidableness and touch-me-not character of exterior, con-
cealing withal a harmless body, that the undue neglect of typical
mathematical studies is to be attributed,

To this class of books the present work forms a notable e#
ception. It was originally issued as numbers 135 and 140 of the
Library of Useful Knowledge (1832), and is usually bound up with
De Morgan's large Treatise on the Differential and Integral
Calculus (1842). Its style is fluent and familiar; the treatment
continuous and undogmatic. The main difficulties which encom-
pass the early study of the Calculus are analysed and discussed^ in
connexion with practical and historical illustrations which in point
of simplicity and clearness leave little to be desired. No one who
will read the book through, pencil in hand, will rise from its peru-
sal without a clear perception of the aim and the simpler funda-
mental principles of the Calculus, or without rinding that the pro-
founder study of the science in the more advanced and more
methodical treatises has been greatly facilitated.

The book has been reprinted substantially as it stood In Its
original form; but the typography has been greatly improved, and
in order to render the subject-matter more synoptic in form and
more capable of survey, the text has been re-paragraphed and a
great number of descriptive*sub-headings have been introduced, a
list of which will be found in the Contents of the book. An index
also has been added.

Persons desirous of continuing their studies in this branch of
mathematics, will find at the end of the text a bibliography of the
principal English, French, and German works on the subject, as
well as of the main Collections of Examples. From the informa-
tion there given, they may be able to select what will suit their
special needs.
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